
WESTFIELD VILLAGE BOARD 
WESTFIELD, WISCONSIN 

MARQUETTE COUNTY 
May 12th, 2020 

 
Note: Due to State of WI. Safer at Home Order #28 (Covid-19) – the April 14th, 2020 Regular Village 
Board Meeting Was Cancelled! 
 
Pursuant to notice duly given in the manner established by the Westfield Village Board and in compliance 
with Sub-chapter V of Chapter 19 of the Wisconsin Statutes, a lawfully held Regular Meeting of the 
Westfield Village Board, Westfield, Wisconsin was called to order by President Cathy Rohner at 7:00 p.m., 
on May 12th, 2020 the time and place established by the Village Board or in accordance with law. 
 
The Clerk called the roll and the following members answered roll call: 

President…Cathy Rohner  
Trustee …. Nancy Nelson - Absent 
Trustee …. William Laughlin   
Trustee …. Mark Borud  
Trustee …. Luke Showen  
Trustee …. Jessika Stauffacher  
Trustee …. Kristen Flyte  
A quorum of the Village Board was declared present.  Also present, Clerk Linda Quinn, Police Chief 

John Bitsky, and PW Director Ed Mockler.  
 
Flyte, second by Borud, made a motion to approve the agenda. MC  

 
Stauffachar, second by Borud, made a motion to approve the board minutes of 3/10/2020. MC 

 
CITIZEN INTRODUCTIONS, INQUIRIES, AND CONCERNS: N/A  
 
LEGAL: N/A  
 
OLD BUSINESS 

1. Comp Time Report – Borud, second by Stauffacher, made a motion to approve the March & 
April comp time report. (Showen inquired about the description of comp earned for officer 
Studinski (typo) and corrected).  M/C 

 
 FISCAL COMMITTEE (Finance, Development, Health & Welfare) 

1. Finance / Clerk-Treasurer – Flyte, second by Showen, made a motion to approve the finance 
report and all monthly vouchers submitted for payment. MC 

2. 1st Qtr. Statement of Revenue & Expenditure reviewed.  2020 Budget is on track.   
3. Account Balances: 

BMO Harris Bank (Payroll) $33,924.35 
BMO Harris Bank (Library) $34,536.76 
Nat. Exch. (Gen Fund)  $46,512.91   
Nat. Exch. (Sewer Fund) $39,810.84 ___                       
Total   $86,323.75 
Library Trust (State Farm Insurance) $252,249.59 
State Treasurer / State Pool & Reserve Accounts: 

1. Park   $17,363.93   
2. TIF Reserve  $45,653.62 
3. Comm. Bldg.  $21,053.63 
4. General Fund  $408,176.80 
5. Fire Dept.   $130,698.33 
6. Library   $93,784.96 
7. Sewer Equip.  $23,827.05 
8. Sewer Savings  $586,031.35 
9. St. Machinery  $26,251.83 
10. Street    $64,421.94 
11. Police   $16,017.67 
12. Cemetery / Park  $18,961.20 
13. Future Development $16,422.38 
14. Splash Pad Reserve $1,900.98 

Total Monthly Disbursements: $132,829.07 
 
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE (Public Safety, Public Works, Sanitation, Park & Recreation) 

1. Public Safety (Fire Chief): 
*Trustee Stauffacher inquired if the fire and police departments have adequate supplies of 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  Trustee Laughlin, whom is also a fire department 
member, thought the department had acceptable equipment.  Police Chief Bitsy stated that 
his department was well equipped.  (Both departments have equipment budget line items 
available to purchase whatever is required). 
A. A monthly report was submitted by Chief Parker. 
B. Four (4) responses in April, (16) YTD. 
C. Due to the unprecedented actions of our governor for the Covid-19 Virus, we were advised by 

the Village President not to hold any meetings or trainings during the Safer at Home Order.  The 
Chief and members took part in a Spotter Class Webinar hosted by the National Weather 
Service on April 9th, 2020.  The Chief also suggested that members view up to date fire 
department training videos from youtube, that may beneficial. 

D. The Fire Department is complying with Social Distancing Recommendations when responding 
to all fire calls.   

2. Police Chief: 
A. A monthly report and work schedule were submitted by Chief Bitsky. 
B. The chief informed board members that an intruder from Illinois was caught inside the  

municipal building in April.  No items or money within the facility were taken and the  
trespasser said he entered through an unlatched door located at the south entrance.   
The individual was transported to Montello, where the Sheriff’s Department gave him  
an overnight voucher for a hotel room.  He had been looking for his grandfather who  
previously resided on 4th Street.   

C. March was busy month for calls. 
D. The Pioneer Restaurant, informed the Chief and Marquette County Health Dept., that  

they were foregoing the State of WI. Safer at Home Order and reopening for business on  
Monday, May 18th, 2020.  They will be following all social distancing guidelines, with gloves 
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Police Department Continued: 
masks, and at 50% capacity. The owner told the Chief that if he did not reopen, he would be  
bankrupt in two weeks.  The Chief will follow all direction from the Sherriff and Health Dept.’s 

E. The departments current tasers are outdated and need to be replaced.  The Chief obtained 
estimates and selected the higher end models, that cost $6,800.00, but should last longer.   
*(funds available in police reserve) 

F. Junk Letters (45-50) were mailed out in March.  Majority of residents have complied and a  
follow up letter will be mailed to residents who have not, along with citations. 

3. Municipal Court:  
A. As soon as EMS move to their new station on 4th street, the Municipal Court Office, 

currently located in Montello, will be moving to Westfield. 
4. Public Works: 

A. A monthly report was submitted by Director Mockler.  
B. North Main Street Bridge Project has been approved for the 80/20 State of WI grant. 

The design portion must be completed by 2022 with construction to take place in 2023.  At that  
time, I would like to discuss widening the street, adding curb and storm sewer to the west side 
from Park St. to W. Pioneer Park Rd., eliminating sidewalk on the west side, and repairing 
sidewalk on the east side. 

C. Construction of the new 30x40 park shelter should begin next week. 
D. All park facilities (playground equipment / splash pad / picnic tables) will be disinfected per state 

guidelines. 
E. John Deere Tractor has arrived, and we are in the learning curve of its functions. 
F. Large Item Drop Off (new procedures this year – open Wed-Fri 8:00 – 3:00 and Sat 8:00 – 

Noon, along with residents unloading their own items) saw its largest turn out ever. The Board 
suggested tweaking the October Drop Off (open for two nights during the week). 

G. There is positive movement at the new Navis Strip Mall on N. Pioneer Park Rd., we will need 
to monitor traffic flows to see if any street updates are needed. 

H. Mowing season is underway, along with brush and leaf pickup. 
I. Plexi Glass Shield installed at the Clerk’s Office Counter. 
J. Monroe Street Water Issue: Property located at 253 Monroe Street has a (4’ flowing well) 

which is discharging water onto adjoining properties.  The DNR was contacted, the well is a 
flowing well and can not be shut off.  The PW Director suggested installing storm pipe at a cost 
of $26,000.00 or ditching at $17,000.00.  The Clerk stated that per village ordinance, special 
assessments to property owners would be required.  After a lengthy discussion: It was the 
consensus of the Board, to contact Village Attorney Jesse Spankowski for an opinion on 
moving forward. 

K. Welcome to Westfield Sign I-39:  At the March board meeting, the Village agreed to contribute 
to the cost of repairing the sign owned by the Westfield Chamber.  However, the current 
property owner Andy Christensen has denied the chamber or village entry onto the property to 
repair or remove the sign. The sign shall remain as is, unless permission is obtained.   

L. Summer Hire:  Laughlin, second by Borud, made a motion to hire Keegan Johnston at a 
rate of $12.00 per hour.  MC  

5. Sanitation: Email correspondence from Brian Kehrli,- update on N. Main Sanitary Crossing. 
6. Park Commission: With the current Safe at Home Order still in place (the Village will follow State 

Guidelines / Badger Bounce Back Plan). 
 
LIBRARY  

1. Monthly report and meeting minutes submitted by Trustee Nelson via email. (Minutes on file at the  
Library and their webpage). 

PRESIDENT 
1. Gorman Development (Baranski Property): Per Ted Matkow the current development proposal 

 / cost is too high without looking into low income housing (Wheda).  For this project to cash flow, 
the Village would need a market rate tax assessment.  Other options to consider would be a small 
investor (6 plex), and complete in stages.  

2. Molly Buchholz (church group) would like to take care of the planter by the industrial park sign.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. License & Permits:  
A. Borud, second by Laughlin, made a motion to approve 2020 Event / Operator / 

Temporary Class “B” Licenses (list on file in the Clerk’s Office and possible 
cancellation due to Covid-19) MC 

B. Flyte, second by Borud, made a motion to approve: Prorate 2020 Alcohol Beverage 
License Renewal Fee (for Covid-19 Related “Closed Businesses Only”) MC 

2. Flyte, second by Borud, made a motion to approve 2020 – 2021 Westfield Village Board 
Committee Appointments (list on file in the Clerk’s Office).  MC 

3. Oaths of Office: April 7th, 2020 Elected Local Officials – Village Board Trustee Showen, Trustee 
Flyte, Trustee Stauffacher for two-year term. 

4. Flyte, second by Showen, made a motion to move into Closed Session per State Statute 
19.85 (1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of 
public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session.  *Roll call vote: Rohner – Yes, Stauffacher – 
Yes, Flyte – Yes, Showen – Yes, Borud – Yes, Laughlin – Yes, Nelson – Absent.  MC 
(Westfield Fish Hatchery) 

5. Flyte, second by Borud, made a motion to move into Open Session and take any necessary 
action from the above closed session.  Roll call vote: Laughlin – Yes, Borud – Yes, Showen 
– Yes, Flyte – Yes, Stauffacher – Yes, Rohner – Yes, Nelson – Absent.  MC (No Action 
Taken). 

6. Stauffacher, second by Flyte, made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 p.m.  MC 
 
CERTIFICATE 
STATE OF WISCONSIN  }          
County of Marquette } §                   
Village of Westfield }  
          I, Linda Quinn, Clerk/Treasurer in and for the Village of Westfield, Wisconsin do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true copy of the proceedings of the Westfield Village Board at their regular meeting held on 
May 12th, 2020 and held by me as such officer. 
 

Linda Quinn 
Clerk/Treasurer 


