
WESTFIELD VILLAGE BOARD 
WESTFIELD, WISCONSIN 

MARQUETTE COUNTY 
August 11th, 2020 

 
Pursuant to notice duly given in the manner established by the Westfield Village Board and in compliance 
with Sub-chapter V of Chapter 19 of the Wisconsin Statutes, a lawfully held Regular Meeting of the 
Westfield Village Board, Westfield, Wisconsin was called to order by President Cathy Rohner at 7:00 p.m., 
on August 11th, 2020 the time and place established by the Village Board or in accordance with law. 
 
The Clerk called the roll and the following members answered roll call: 
 

President…Cathy Rohner  
Trustee …. Nancy Nelson  
Trustee …. William Laughlin   
Trustee …. Mark Borud  
Trustee …. Luke Showen  
Trustee …. Jessika Stauffacher  
Trustee …. Kristen Flyte  
 
A quorum of the Village Board was declared present.  Also present, Clerk Linda Quinn, Police Chief 

John Bitsky, PW Director Ed Mockler, Marquette County Economic Development Coordinator Keri Solis, 
Rick Arndt, and Tom Quinn. 

 
Borud, second by Showen, made a motion to approve the agenda. MC  

 
Borud, second Stauffacher, made a motion to approve the board minutes of 7/14/20 and special 

board minutes of 8/4/20. MC 
 
CITIZEN INTRODUCTIONS, INQUIRIES, AND CONCERNS:  

1. Rick Arndt thanked the board and police department for their quick response to the free roaming 
cat’s nuisance in the Meadowbrook neighborhood. 

2. Tom Quinn relayed his concerns regarding debilitated structures within the Village: DNR owned fish 
hatchery house, old high school gym, and 316 N. Main Street property.  He stated that “twenty (20) 
years ago he owned an older building on 2nd Street and was ordered by the Village Board to raze 
the structure”.  He would like the board to address these properties as well. President Rohner 
replied; the fish hatchery property is owned by the State of WI and is up for sale.  Mr. Quinn 
also expressed concerns regarding the garage (526 S. Main Street) and the fact that junk vehicles 
are allowed on that property while other properties are being issued junk citations.  Chief Bitsky 
addressed this concern by stating “the garage is zoned B3 Residential Commercial which allows 
licensed auto repair shops, whereas; residential zones do not.”  Mr. Quinn stated, “they have a lot 
of junk vehicles and at times, they obstruct the sidewalk.” Chief Bitsky has not been made aware of 
any obstruction issues, however, he will review the property.  Chief Bitsky will also address a 
lettered complaint / pictures, received by the board, from Robert Daye (136 E. 6th Street) with 
similar concerns: junked vehicles and obstructed sidewalk by the auto repair shop (hanging tree 
limbs). 

  LEGAL: 
1. Public Nuisance – Water Issue (253 Monroe Street): The property owner, Leroy Kemnitz, has  

addressed the board’s concern and the matter has been closed. 
OLD BUSINESS 

1. Comp Time Report – Borud, second by Stauffacher, made a motion to approve the July comp 
time report. (*President Rohner inquired why two employees had comp time earned on the 
same days? After review of the time sheets – there were downed trees addressed by the 
director on the same days as sewer/park weekend work were performed). M/C 

 FISCAL COMMITTEE (Finance, Development, Health & Welfare) 
1. Finance / Clerk-Treasurer – Nelson, second by Flyte, made a motion to approve the finance 

report and all monthly vouchers submitted for payment. (*Trustee Showen inquired if the 
Village is tax exempt, why was sales tax charged on the McCartney Carpet voucher payable 
– the clerk will correct the error). MC 

2. 2nd Qtr. Statement of Revenue and Expenditures were reviewed, year to date reserve funds used 
for miscellaneous / non-budget items totaled $53,550.00.  The 2020 budget is on track. 

3. Account Balances: 
BMO Harris Bank (Payroll) $33,248.96 
BMO Harris Bank (Library) $36,151.00 
Nat. Exch. (Gen Fund)  $(Account Bal. Check - Statements not received yet)  
Nat. Exch. (Sewer Fund) $(Account Bal. Check - Statements not received yet)           
Total   $78,035.16 
Library Trust (State Farm Insurance) $252,249.59 
State Treasurer / State Pool & Reserve Accounts: 

1. Park   $9,863.93   
2. TIF Reserve  $43,907.06 
3. Comm. Bldg.  $21,053.63 
4. General Fund  $368,955.00 
5. Fire Dept.   $130,698.33 
6. Library   $67,817.78 
7. Sewer Equip.  $23,836.68 
8. Sewer Savings  $586,268.04 
9. St. Machinery  $26,251.83 
10. Street    $64,421.94 
11. Police   $16,017.67 
12. Cemetery / Park  $18,961.20 
13. Future Development $16,422.38 
14. Splash Pad Reserve $2,601.83 

Total Monthly Disbursements: $67,997.48 (updated – error, June’s total disbursement was listed) 
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE (Public Safety, Public Works, Sanitation, Park & Recreation) 

1. Public Safety (Fire Chief): 
A. No report submitted. 
B. New carpet was installed at the fire station (Municipal Court and Chief Parker’s Offices). 

2. Police Chief: 
A. A monthly report and work schedule were submitted by Chief Bitsky. 
B. Cat Nuisance on Market Street has been addressed and free roaming cats have been removed.  

Chief Bitsky inquired if the Board would approve a donation for the Springfield Feline Rescue, 
who has helped with safe removal.  Nelson, second by Stauffacher, made a motion to  
approve a $250.00 donation to the Springfield Feline Rescue Program.  MC 
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 (Police Cont.) 

C. Police Policy Update:  The department’s policies have not been updated for quite some time 
and Chief Bitsky would like to move forward in doing so.  He presented information from a 
company called Lexipol, Inc. based out of Texas. They will update our current policy, and  
provide ongoing online training as well. Also, the Marquette County Sheriffs Dept. along with the 
Village of Oxford has signed on with the company. An incentive for the update (other than long 
overdue) is: The League of Municipalities (Village’s Insurance Co.) will reimburse the fee up to  

       $2,500.00 annually. Consensus of the Board to have Lexipol, Inc. update all police policies 
       with an annual reimbursement of $2,500.00 from our insurance company. 
D. Police incident on 2nd Street was addressed.  (Drugs / Guns). 

3. Municipal Court: N/A 
4. Public Works: 

A. A Monthly report was submitted by Director Mockler. 
B. Library Landscaping underway. 
C. A car accident at Veteran’s Park caused significant damage to the park lighting and sign.  

Insurance estimates are being obtained.  
D. Working on infrastructure cost estimates for possible housing development. 
E. New switch ordered for the splash pad (company will not honor replacement which is still under 

warranty). 
F. Arby’s development is moving slowly, issues with elevation for the drive-thru and overall 

building site – too low. 
G. The Village is on a waiting list for tree trimming and removal. 
H. Back-pack disinfecting fogger units were received.  Waiting for disinfectant (back ordered). 
I. Quotes for Monroe Street Culvert received: Fenner - $13,548.00 / Wagner - $13,500.00. This 

project was discussed / approved for the 2020 budget.  Consensus of the Board to select 
Wagner’s quote at $13,500.00.  

J. SMA (state maintenance agreement) has been submitted to the DOT for the N. Main St. Bridge 
Project.  

K. Park Shelter Rentals (Complaints Bird Poo): It was brought to the Board’s attention that bird poo 
at the Chuckwagon and Frontier Shelters has become a constant complaint from residents 
renting the facilities.  Options were discussed at length i.e.: chicken wire or netting for the 
ceilings and/or new ceiling installations (Canal Shelter) which would require moving the existing 
electrical.  The director will check into all options and report back to the Board. 

5. Sanitation: N/A 
6. Park Commission: N/A 

LIBRARY  
1. Monthly report and meeting minutes submitted by Trustee Nelson (Minutes on file at the  

Library and their webpage). Library Board Meetings are still being held virtually due to Covid- 
19.  Trustee Nelson relayed concerns regarding the length of the virtual meetings, along with 
other items.  It was the consensus of the Board that President Rohner attend the upcoming 
September Library Board meeting and report back to the Board. 

PRESIDENT 
1. Gorman Development (Baranski Property Housing Units):  After a lengthy discussion - costs for 

village infrastructure / creating a new TIF District / and WHEDA GRANT opportunities: Nelson,  
second by Stauffacher, made a motion to approve Gorman Development submitting a 
WHEDA GRANT APPLICATION on behalf of the Village of Westfield, for Market Rate and  
possibly future Low to Moderate Income Housing Units. Roll call vote: Rohner- 
Yes, Nelson-Yes, Showen-Yes, Borud-Yes, Laughlin-Yes, Flyte-Yes, Stauffacher-Yes.  MC 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. License & Permits: N/A 
2. Borud, second by Stauffacher, made a motion to approve Resolution 20:04: RESCIND 

Resolution 20:03 Tax Incremental District TID #1 Termination (and authorization to distribute 
excess increment to overlying taxing districts) Roll call vote: Stauffacher – Yes, Nelson – 
Yes, Borud – Yes, Laughlin – Yes, Flyte – Yes, Rohner – Yes, Showen – Yes.  MC 

3. Borud, second by Nelson, made a motion to approve Resolution 20:05 Tax Incremental 
District (TID #1) Affordable Housing Extension. Roll call vote: Stauffacher – Yes, Nelson – 
Yes, Borud – Yes, Laughlin – Yes, Flyte – Yes, Rohner – Yes, Showen – Yes.  MC 

4. Borud, second by Nelson, made a motion to approve Resolution 20:06 Tax Incremental 
District TID #1 Termination (and authorization to distribute excess increment to overlying 
taxing districts) Roll call vote: Stauffacher – Yes, Nelson – Yes, Borud – Yes, Laughlin – Yes, 
Flyte – Yes, Rohner – Yes, Showen – Yes.  MC 

5. 2021 Budget Preparation Timeline Calendar distributed to board members. 
6. Borud, second by Showen, made a motion to move into Closed Session per State Statute 

19:85 (1) c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation 
of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 
responsibility. Roll call vote: Stauffacher – Yes, Nelson – Yes, Borud – Yes, Laughlin – Yes, 
Flyte – Yes, Rohner – Yes, Showen – Yes.  MC 

7. Borud, second by Stauffacher, made a motion to move into Open Session and take any 
necessary action from the above closed session.  Roll call vote: Stauffacher – Yes, Nelson – 
Yes, Borud – Yes, Laughlin – Yes, Flyte – Yes, Rohner – Yes, Showen – Yes.  MC 

8. Borud, second by Laughlin, made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 p.m.  MC 
 
CERTIFICATE 
STATE OF WISCONSIN  }          
County of Marquette } §                   
Village of Westfield }  
 
          I, Linda Quinn, Clerk/Treasurer in and for the Village of Westfield, Wisconsin do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true copy of the proceedings of the Westfield Village Board at their regular meeting held on 
August 11th, 2020 and held by me as such officer. 
 

Linda Quinn 
Clerk/Treasurer 


